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June 11, 2016 

Dear iNlr. McLerren, 

I am writing to let you know that we have heard several instances where the e-mail address that EPA provided to 
submit comments on the Portland Harbor Superfund Clean-up Plan is not working. I have included the text from one 
such instance below, but we have been receiving intermittent reports since the comment period opened. As far as we can 
tell, it appears to be working at some times but not at others. This obviously is of tremendous concern since it serves to 
suppress comments at a time when the plan is receiving maximum media coverage and at a time when many 
organizations, ourselves included, have sent out alerts in an effort to engage the public. It compounds an already 
challenging and controversial situation in which EPA has provided only sixty days for the public to comment, has 
subjected the public to serial delays, and has launched the conunent period right at the start of summer break when 
many people are leaving t-0wn. 

It is deeply disappointing that even after months of delay, EPA still does not appear to have adequate systems in place 
to maximize the efficacy of the limited comment period it has provided. We hope that EPA will take these system 
problems into account as it considers multiple requests to extend the comment period. 

Respectfully, 

Bob Sallinger 
Conservation Director Audubon Society of Portland 
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